big girls donl cry

This fall, the original supermodels are fashion'’s
hottest stars. Nearly two decades into their
careers, how do they face the camera with such
aplomb? Sarah Mower learns their secrets
for growing older glamorously.

inda Evangelista is on the phone, "10s really im-
portant for me 10 be honest,” she savs, “Tdon't
ook like | doin the pages of Pogwee, | think it's
CIR o say 4] and s work being mee, 105 0
bt of wpkeep!™ She means i, and she's ready 1o
g ante detail. “1'm pro—cosmetic procedure. |
usg Bolox, and 1'm not afrad to say i, though
1 do like to keep some movement in my face. [
soe Davvid Orenitreich in New York and Karvn
Girossman in Los Angeles. And
I do Thermage. a trestment (o
stimulate your colkagen. Dadmit to
that. For me, it’s just for enhances
mwem, like hair codor or makeupor any olher incks
o can o b make voursell Teel better.”

She's keen lo underscore something impaoriant,
however: There is no Botox in her face ot the
meoment. 1 have refrained for over six months.
Because | am pregnant.” The baby is due mid-
Cxtober, *'ve pust fimished up work, and nos 1 'm
nesting.” she says blisafilly,

IT vou think Evangelista is surprisingly open
about what it takes 1o sustain a long and ex-
alted run in modeling, now hear Naomi Camp-
I"Fi,.]l, 'I"a!ll.i hil:"\
just celebrated
her thirty-sixth
birthadiy— aned 2
wears in the pub-
lic eve. =1 want
to talk about
this,” she savs,
Two years ago,
she wenl o gel a
laser Fycial treat-
ment, “When
I got up, 1 had
burns on my
Face and neck. 1
couldn™ work,

My Face is what T work with, [ was inshock.”™ She says that her
skin has fully recovered only in the past three months, and that
she’s been ternified of any form of treatmient ever singe, 1 can't
do dermabrasion, anything. . . . I'm afraid of facials now. I'm
nol against plastic surgery. But am afraid now. Evenif 1 sitin
u dentist’s chair, this fear comes back.”

And now listen to Chiristy Therlingron, at 37 talking of the assel
that turned her into a superstar: =1 really don®t see much difTer-
ence in my foe mow, Inaway, [ leel I've grown mito . Dm not
afirmid of aging, 1 would absolinely nod do
Botox. Itactually makes me focl happacr
aboul my fivce when [ ook a people my
age—which is oo young —who've had it
done. It's just not healthy, and 105 naot
preuy.”

Thue speak the models whe, 20 vears
oo, symibalized everythimg that made
Fshion thrilling. The reason we e hav-
ing these frank and wide-ranging talks
on beauty, Fashion. and being the age
vou are is that, this Fall, their gencration
of professional superwomen is front and
center again: in Fashion editorial and
a deluge of advertising from Lanvin,
Versace, Louss Vuilton, Y51, Hermes,
and Givenchy:, These campaigns include,
as well, the models who followed in the

tric's footsteps: Stella Tennant,
Shalem Harlow, Kate Moss, An-
gela Limdvall, Caralyn Murphy,
Carmen Kass, 105 hard not 1o see
their reappearance in Fashion asa
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of vears, As Maomi Campbell succincily observes of recent
cobwalk shows: “CGhost town! Mo ong hone!™ And almest no-
where on the fall rupways, she wdds, was o black face 1o be seen
“1 remember a time when there were at least eight black girls
working. And now, in 2006, it'sshocking!”

They re candid ahout the professional anifice that gocs o
their work — as well as its Rip side, Consider Carolyn Murphy,
whiose enviable while-
bikinked, gold-du=ied
||iu|_l-|!:-|l-|l|:.~\. are I':II1|__'I.‘d
|1-r|:'|1.-111,:.|.|.i'.-'|.'|}- H Tl i 34
the Tom Ford for Es-
tee Lander campaugn,
“What do | think when
| wee myself like that?
Oireal actress!™ she
says, aughing, “1's so
funny. 1 want Lo ook
like that wommn—bui
voun should know thai
I, too, have pimples,
[rizzy hair, and bags un-
der my eves soametimes.
' 33 I've sever lied
about it Murphy has
been modeling since
1991, when, she poinls
oant, shee wias constantly
rejecied for being “ioo
short™ (al fve feel cight)
of “too prelly.” There's mare
“When [ was pregmant, | mnned
0 pounds,” she relates. 1 wenl
from Aal-chested 1o a Decup. [ was like Princess Fiona from
Shrek. buk I was contentedly overweighd. 1d pest hind Diylan when
vy first st shods for Estée Lavder came up. | hod keek'y breasts
and saggy skin. But Acrin Lander was already a mother—thank
Crodd!- - and understood. She waited, and i was all wortl it But
W :4_1rr|.,1|i||||..:-. lowsk baick I|1|.'l:'h:j'li.l..'| llTL"‘i--iH'll.I i-.ll.l-g'lll n

And here is Angela Lindvall, i 27, describing “running up
ok e fo ged heerselMack into sampde simes alter I1:winy hier
second son o year apo, "~ Thinking about working wis definitely
an incentive to get into shape,” she says. “1'm more womanly
now, Clothes are made for seventeen-vear-olds, but instend of
saving, “That's so terrible,” | have to take a perspective and
think, I ] were a boxer, U'd hivde o irain that frve pounds ol or
[ couldn't get i the ring.”

tells Tennant, that unigue embodi-
mment of hmute-bu-edey growmn-apel
epance, has recently been doing her
sophisticated slowuch for Burberry,
Lonvin, Louss Vaitten, Givenchy,
and Hermis. Simee she once thaught
her career would st only a sea-
son, the following fifleen yeirs hove
come as a bit of o bonus. "I never
oocurred to me 1'd be modeling al
35, 1 thought 1| wis shooting mysell in the fool when 1 Had my

first childl.” Tennant is the holder of the record Tor number of

children (four) produced while being a supermodel. “Actually,
I Feel masch meore combortable with myvsell than §ever have. My
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FOREVER IN FASHION
The superrnodel and the litle black dress. Heven Moisel
pholographed Slephanie Seymour, Linda Evangelsta, Clauda
Sehiffer, and Chrsty Turlingion in Versate, September 1993

body his been very kind 1o me. 've had four healihy babies, so
I'm ol about e eriticize it As o maiier of Tset, 1didn't netice
any change in me, although my ribs are bigger since 1 haed my
kst one. Karl Lagerfekd, who can detect a pregnancy before
any gynecologist, wold me that! At Chanel, they know my body
better than 1 do.”

Foate Moss chames i, oo, abou what appens when you me
a modher at 32 as op-
posed 1o an gightcen-
visar-obd diberwanal. “The
aither day, T pullisd o
a gray check Vivienne
Westwond crodch-mimi
I wore when | wiss sev-
erieen und thoupht, Mo
wity?!™ The public fusc
nation with Mogs, her
rock-chick lifestyle, and
her individualist look
means the demand lor
ek to appear in sdver-
| i\.i|1_!.l_ 1% LImep L nichicd,
r-:_E:Il I,LII_“\.'\-G I.'II-"a‘n.'rIi o TS
surements. =1 did a kot
this scason. Burberry,
Lowis Vuilion, Ver-
sace, Biella MoCariney,
Longchamp, Calvin
Elein Jeans,” sho siwys,
Which, of course,
makes her happy: *Being able
1o pick and choose what you do
Tht"s the ghamarons part.”

Christy Turlington’s mystique has only grown in the long
absence she ook fnom modeling while she gradusted Trom unk
versity, set up her Muak yogsHifestyle brand with Puma, wreolc 2
s Jorinal e meimodn, and marmed Ed Burms and hacl her
iwi children {the younger, Finn, is five monthsh, She s recently
agned a contract with Maybelline and says she was surprised to
pet called bhack to the camera this scason by Donatella Versace
“I sl —she lmaghs - “Are yousume?” ™

Yies, the designers are sure. Part of the turm toward recogne
able Brces 15 atimbutabde (o Gall’ s stronger, Aercer, mone ¢lagant
clothes, clean ines rather than Trills and prinis, that reguire
a grown-up attitede. Nadja Auermann, the ultimate nineties
powerviten, weighs in on this change in climate from Berlin,
where she lives with Ber two small children. “One photographer
saich oy mae recently, IS so nice lo work with someone whao gives
the impreision she loves whint she's dong.” When you're thirteen
ot Fomirteen, it's difficadi toonjoy il And o make strong priciurnes,
YO e oy ke o b wbyomt l|"|n|‘.']|'|1! I WOTEN.

Alber Elbaz brought together Tennant, Missy Rayder, and
i'l.-'l-.j]gn-;-i].u Bela For Lamvin, “For me” e saAve, it s mo Thees re-
twrn of supermodels. It is the return of persopality, Something
miay be changing in the way we are thinking. Maybe ‘Fashion” &
no longer enough, Maybe what is interesting is whill a woman
is doing 1o a dress, Or what two dilferent women are domg o
the same dress, And,” he adds gleelully, T was waiching them
aalk sinting in the hack hoving their makeupdene, boghing and
chatting and showing cach other photos of their children. And
I realieed it"s also about having fun again. That's what's been
miassing for such o lomg tme,"
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1Y ves Saint Laurent, Stefano
Pilati worked with Evange-
lista last season and Shalom
Harlow - among others- for
Fall. He related the thrll of
walching Harlow stand on
ihe roof of the Paris Opéra
Loy clpmatize one of his fall
tunics and skirts. “She’s a
powerful Frenchwoman in that picture. She really knew how
to imterpred il To me, what thase women represent is fashion,
They know how 1o move, pose, give their best- and they are just
o beauitful. And on top ol ., it s bt ol a deeam towork with
the modeks | ooked up to when we all were voung”

For Louis Yuition, Mare Jacobs savs he “wanted something
arch and static and tough and cool, Deliant poses and a great
Face with a ot of makeup.” To carry il ofT, he called in Moss,
Campbell, Tennant, Rayder, and Christing Kruse, “There iz
wstar guality, [ ean remember working with =0 many of them,
and these women hiad a spirit; they had the personality, strong.
difficul, sweet, whatever it was: they had indivicheal character.
Limda, Christy, Moo, Kate really bove modeling. Today,” e
adds, “there are a ot of greatbooking girks, but when they wmup
1owork, they ook like they'™d
rather be somewhere chie,”

Angela Lindvall, who
began modeling at fiftcen
from her hometown of
Kansas City, Missouri, ne-
members having just this
scared, disengaged look in
il early dayvs of her carcer.
“1 wis lucky that it was the
grunge era because [ was
so cameri-shy and 1 coubd
Justsit there,” she says. “As
i Voung person, vou can'l
loask at modeling as a profes-
sion, You don't know how
great vou have i, and you'ne
on planes constanthy and people are touchang yvou all the time,”
Conlidence and range take time 1o develop—a grace perod
Nedgling models are rarcly accorded these davs, she ohserves,
“I'm hugely gratelul to be working afier eleven years: grateful
a5 i mether 1o be able towork in a fexible way, Aod [ enjoy the
pampering i et more than Ddad,” she Bughes, “which vou would
when you've been changing Pampers all day.”™

Shalom Hardow, who often dips back into modeling from life
a5 an actress, sayvs growing older has brought a happier pavcho-
kogical balance. which informs the way she works and appears
on esrmsera, 1 oel my beauty now, whereas before §eoubdn't rec-
opnize it,” she confesses.  For some reason, it wasn't appiarnent
o Al 32, she also believes she's much healtheer than when
she was tripping her daanty ballene form along rumaays with
her Mricnd Amber Valletta: = wos oo thin, | was working all the
time, nod eating at home. Spaghetti bolognese on planes. Uigh.
Mow st of iy meals | cook for mysell with organic imgredi-
ents.” She is adamant on the subject of cosmetic procedurcs;
they are not on her agenda, even though slse’s stepped infoan
inclustry where “vou see your face magnified thousands of times,
wihich is whad it i onamovie sereen., For actresses, [ eun see that
i 1ol s ey wary 1o pas through vour 305 and 405, she sdmils.
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“Ach, the supermocdel time!
It’s a blur to me,” claims
Ivangelista as she gels reacly
Jor her much-longed-for
baby: "I have one copy of
evervthing I did stored in
Canada, but I never revisit it

“Hun I adimire the ones who have nod had thangs dome,™

M Elbse explams i, the way their fces look, and ours as well
T thiat meter, s reailly bessde the podint, “Age oot an ssec,” he
says with charactenstic generosity. ~Womseen have to look agcless
mow, Whiat you see in Fashion is refected in life. [talwiyswells a
story abowt where we e, What 1 see on the street are Sivear-okd
wnmen who kook 30, Blyveir-old women who look 40, Leant el
amymore.” Even more so for meodels, whether os nol they dlect o
have cosmictic procedunes, As Tennant briskly poimis oul, “Age
docsa’t mustter amymore. With digital photography and lighting.
anything canbe done, whatever they need afterward.” (Though,
as Kate Moss puts i, “The retouching’s amizing now-—bul vou
do have 1o have Ui base 1o start with.”™)

Thic one place where reservations about ape do have an impact
is on the runway: *Big”™ girks mosthy stay away now. What this
meeans is that Gishion shows are for bess wild and exeiting than in
ihee nimeeties, when they often amounted 1o gloriows performance-
art picees (robotic paint guns al McQueen; lipsynching at Ver-
woe: the vampy posturings of the Galliano Pin-Up collection).
That era has come toan end, “Last season, | did a day of shows
i Paris, but IPomin owo minds about i," says Teonant. "1 ike
secing the designers and their clothes, bt [ don't know whether
i’ appropriate for me (o be up thene with all those voung girls. |
don'twant 1o be comparsd.
It"s o chifferent gencration.”
Her concern is shared by
others, which has in turn
led 1o an even faster and
faster turmover of extremely
Voung, inexpersenced faces
on the renway, Even 23-
vear-old Mataha Vodianova
says, “Backstape, | Tecl fike
an ald bag!™ And Karalu
Eurkova, all of 23, apines,
“1 think the runway is not
important anymeaone, Leave
it 1o the mew girks?” s not
e exce plional, charcler-
[l ynsonded stars havent risen
ol of this changed system in the past five vears—just that these
diys, the internationally significant ones, like Gisele Biindchen
with Victoma's Secret or Liva Kebede with Estée Lauder, ofien
become superstars al a tangent 1o high fashion,

It's an odd situation when models old enough 1o be the mems
ol their colleagues on the: rumwary are sl working ot full theotie
in fashion photography, Linda, Christy, and Naomi might
obseryve this with some amusement, sinee in some wivs, that
class division of modeling 15 exactly the situation they entgred
and overturned 20 vears ago. " Before Grann Versage started
casting us as print models,” Turlington remembers, “fashion
shows were boring and undramatie,” But, like her compadres,
she is far more mterested in whal she's doing now than in por-
img anver the past. “Ach, the supermode] tme! I°s all a blur we
me now,” claims Evangelista as she busies hersell in Mew York
getting ready for her much-donged-for baby: 1 hinve one copy of
everything [ did stored in Canada, but | never go back and revisit
it. All 1 know is, when I'm working. I'm never unhappy. All 1
ever wannbed o cho was meodiel. 10 Just o very crealive process,”
She bursts out laughing: *Even in Happy-Snaps. P'm o poser.”
And is she prepared 1o work after the baby? Did we really have
1o ask? “Ohhbh,” she says, “surel”™




